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work to mend it; for the woes of men are the
work of their own hands.

" But be thou of good cheer, for they are of
Gods' kindred whom holy Nature leadeth
onward, and in due order showeth them all
things."

The expression (lepa irpo<j>epovaa, . . . &&-
KVVCTW ^fcacrra) belongs to the rite of initiation
into the mysteries. Nature is represented as
the hiarophant, the guiding priest by whom the
faithful were initiated into the divine secrets
one by one. The history of mankind is con-
ceived as such a mystic progress under the guid-
ance of divine Nature. It has been sometimes
said that the ancient world was entirely devoid
of the conception of progress* But like most
sweepjfjg antitheses between ancient and modern^
Eas% aad West> and the IJke, when we cojne to
look a , little closely into this assertion it
becomes difficult to believe that any definite
meaning can ever have been assigned to it.
Certainly in the matter of physical science
there is no case of firmer faith in progress than
that of Hipparchus, who having made the great
step of determining the solar and lunar motions,
and having failed to extend the same methods
to the planets, stored up observations in the
sure and certain hope that a more fortunate
successor would accomplish that work; which
indeed was done by Ptolemy, And it is very